


Secure Shoot Locations and Professional Actors: Everything you do before coming to NYC will make a difference,
and your actors and locations are no exception. Once your script is set, do your homework to secure authentic
locations that provide the perfect setting for your story. You'll be surprised with how willing small businesses are to be
involved- just be organized, clear and flexible when making your pitch. Steer clear of busy, loud and logo-filled
locations that will make shooting and audio difficult (save these for b-roll!) and aim for settings that offer conditions
conducive for filming. You may also want to consider people that you or your students know in NYC to secure private
residences or businesses for locations. AAHSFF will also provide limited permits for select NYC locations. These will be
first come, first served so once they’re announced don‘t delay in confirming your time slot.

If possible, we strongly encourage you to utilize professional, age-appropriate actors in your production. You can use
the free access to Backstage.com on our website to secure your actors, again, be sure to be organized, clear and
flexible with your expectations. And you can ask for volunteers- many actors are eager to participate in any project
and will be happy to help in exchange for the content for their personal portfolio reel. And don’t neglect the
preparation, even though you may be far away- plan video calls to do table reads and set a clear direction for your
project. Of course, it is also fine to use student actors in your film, just make sure that the roles they perform are
age-appropriate to maintain authenticity.

Keep It Simple: This may be the golden rule of the FI Competition. Trying to do too much often results in a project that
simply can’t be pulled off in 56 hours or less. Think about what is actually possible in script, scope, locations, etc. and
plan accordingly. Focus on the story and emotional connection with the audience while doing more with less.

Overly complicated scripts and too many locations have caused good teams to fail. Be realistic and keep it simple.

Getting Around NYC: Public transportation, even with all of your gear, is aimost always the best option in NYC.

Plan ahead and you will find the subways and buses easy and affordable. You can elect to take taxis and Ubers but
for larger teams this can get complicated quickly and these options are also far less predictable when working with
tight schedules. Be prepared for a lot of time on your feet and keep an eye on the weather forecast!

(FYI- October is typically a very pleasant month in NYC with mild temperatures and minimal rain).

Prep Your Gear: Remember the golden rule: Keep it simple. You'll likely be moving around a lot. What do you really
need, what can you do without? What can your crew realistically carry? Prepare a detailed list of gear, including
related post production equipment, and don't forget extra batteries and memory cards as well as gear to protect your
tech in the event of inclement weather. If traveling with your gear is a concern and you have a budget, we've got you
covered. The Welcome Packet contains recommended rental houses that will happily supply all of your needs.

In addition, we're working with a few partners who will be offering a selection of optional equipment that you can
borrow (for free) for your shoot.

Get Organized: What do professional crews do to prepare for a shoot? A lot. Time is almost always an issue on any set
and in the edit bay, so do everything you can to make sure your team is organized. Assign one team member the task
of creating detailed call sheets and shot lists and schedule team reviews before coming to NYC.

Plan for the unexpected with realistic alternatives and Plan B scenarios.









Sl
Logi stics and Trave Advice:

Whether you're flying in from Japan or jumping on a bus for a group road trip, getting in and around New York City is
easier than you think. Detailed maps (including directions) of all venues and locations will be posted on our website
leading up to the festival weekend. We do our best to host the majority of our events in one-stop, centralized locations.
This means less time traveling and more time enjoying festival events. That said, as our festival programming grows,
we have had to expand to a few additional locations around the city, but all of these venues are easily accessible via
public transportation and you can access all major transit lines right outside of the Sheraton Hotel.

The Sheraton Hotel is also the pick-up/drop-off location for our round trip

Private Coach Bus transportation to and from the Kings Theater in Brooklyn. COACHBUSTO $40
The Kings Theater is a bit further away than our other venues TEEN INDIE AWARDS P person
(about 40 minutes via bus or subway), but once you step inside you will ‘ o
understand why it is the ideal home for our Teen Indie Awards Show.

You can purchase round trip tickets for the bus or choose to take the subway, taxi, Uber or Lyft.

You can purchase your bus passes at hsfilmfest.com/tickets.

Airports: John F Kennedy Airport, LaGuardia International Airport, and Newark International Airport are less than an
hour from the Sheraton Times Square Hotel and both offer a wide variety of airport/hotel transfer options depending
on your budget. We suggest taking public transportation or exploring shuttle and ride share options as the most
affordable transportation methods. Of course, you can always take a taxi, Uber or Lyft.

Ground Transportation: Real New Yorker's take the subway and that's for a good reason: It's cheap, fast and
convenient. This is how our team gets around the city and with a little planning you'll find the experience easy to
navigate. All of our venues are easily accessible via the subway system. Of course if you prefer, you can always take
a taxi, Uber or Lyft.

The majority of our events are casual with the exception of the Opening Night Dinner Cruise and Teen Indie
Awards Show. For most events in comfortable attire with comfortable walking shoes
(keep in mind that you'll be watching movies and likely doing a lot of walking).

Our Opening Night Dinner Cruise does not have a formal dress code, but most attendees prefer to get a bit dressed
up in “party” attire for the photo opportunities and networking. Think: Part dance party, part “I'm a hip young artist
ready to show off my style.” Our Teen Indie Awards Show is a formal event so be sure to dress to impress.

We don’t require black tie/tuxedos but all attendees are expected to wear formal attire. This typically means suits
and ties and/or prom-type dresses. Don't be surprised if you see a fair amount of tuxedos and truly unique stylings!



Handicap Accommodations: All of our venues are handicap accessible but may require a little additional planning to
make sure that you have the best possible experience. If you have unique needs please let us know and we will do
everything we can to make your experience comfortable and convenient.

Food: Dinner is provided during the Opening Night Cruise and lunch is provided for all College Fair attendees on
Saturday afternoon. Because the weekend is packed with activities, you'll likely be eating on the go. There are many
options for dining in and around Times Square and concessions will be open at the AMC Theater throughout the
weekend. Keep in mind that on Sunday events end at the AMC Theater at 3pm and the Red Carpet opens at the Kings
Theatre at 6pm - this means a tight window to grab something to eat before the awards show. We suggest planning
ahead to make sure that you have time to fuel up. The Kings Theatre does offer various food options for purchase from
snacks to sandwiches as well as a variety of beverages (including alcohol for adults).

Official Festival Program: We provide detailed, digital programs to all festival attendees. These programs will provide
a complete festival schedule of events, screening times and locations, maps and venue locations and additional
helpful information. Of course, you can also use our website and follow us on social media for updates throughout
the weekend.

Merchandise: We will have a variety of merchandise available for purchase at the AMC Theater throughout the
weekend from commemorative t-shirts and sweatshirts to tote bags and stickers. Quantities and sizes are limited
so we strongly suggest getting your 2023 merchandise early.

Networking: We offer a variety of networking events for students and educators throughout the weekend.

As a teacher, you can share best practices, acquire information about available grants and funding and address
specific issues that you encounter producing content back home. These events are a great way for your child to
make lasting connections with other artists from around the world and many of our attendees form strong bonds that
result in tangible collaborations. So be sure to encourage your child to come out of their comfort zone as they explore
these opportunities. We suggest that attendees bring business cards and/or some method of sharing contact
information.

College Fair, Panels and Workshops: The colleges and universities attending our college fair are eager to share what
makes their program unique. This is an unparalleled opportunity to explore the vast options available so that you can
best inform your students on the paths available to them. Plan ahead by visiting our College Corner on our website
and be prepared to ask lots of questions, gather materials and share your contact information for further exploration.
Our panels and workshops offer an additional chance to explore the many career options available in the media
industry and to connect with working professionals. Each session includes time for Q&A and more informal discussion.
Plan your schedule according to your specific interests and keep in mind that these events are first come, first served.



